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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

1 June 1951

 SUBJECTs Staff Planning Project No. 78 STRATEGIC EFFECTS
OF A SOVIET CONQUEST OF WESTERN LUROPE AND THE

NEAR EAST# BEFORE 1953
(2nd draft for consideration of the Board)

THE PROBLEM

To examine the effect on the East-Nest power position
of & Soviet conquest of Waestern Europe and the Near East

bofore 1953 0

SCOPE

The study would present & deseription or amat-ibn of
the potential military and economic accretions to the Soviet

bloc, firet under the hypothetical condition of acquisition

®IT Turopean continental countries West of the Iron Curtain
(including Yugoslavia), Greece, Turkey, Iran, the Levant, the
Arabian peninsula, and Egypt. '
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of the area without US counteraction, resistence and destruc-
tion by Western armed forces, etc, Ths study would then
examine certain internal and external factors which might pree
vent or retard full Soviet realization of the areats war
potential, No attempt will be made to reach conclusions
regarding a Soviet intent to overrun Western Europe and the
Near East, but certain limited conclusions will emsrge whioh
iould shed light on the relative role of Western Europe and
the Near East in the Kremlin's omall strategle plamning,

QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE FROBLEM

) % mr HILITARI AHD ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES COULD THE USSR

10N OF ERRLTORY AND TOTAS

(Disregard such factors as US counteraction, destruction
by Western forces, and interdiction of the conquared
areats norma) trads with non-Soviet areas.)
A. Military.
1. Rsduction of potential military threat to the
USSR® (Denial to the US of manpower, air bases,
1and approaches to the USSR, eto?)
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2, Tnoreased capability for launching attacks
against the US, the UK and other non-Soviet
countries? (Acquisition of bases, trained
penpowsr, mmitions, ete?)

B. Fconomic and Scientific. |

1. What would be the gross Western European and
Near Eastern stocks, resources and productive
capacity which could contribute to the Soviet
potential for war against the U8 and UK?

2, In what particular lines would the economic
and séientific potential of Western Europe and
the Near East make the greatest contribution
to Soviet strength?

II. TOWHATEITDNTANDF(RHWIDNWOUIDVAEIOUS nrrmm.

(As in I sbove, external factors such as US counter—
action, etce, would be disregarded.)
A, Militarye |
1. Overextension of Soﬁet military forces?
2. Necessity for providing large occupation forces?
3. Difficulties of organising and controlling non=
Soviet armed forces?
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B. Economics.

1. Problems of integrating the sconomies of the
newly occupied area with that of the pressnt
Soviet Orbit. (Conversion and Standardization
difficulties, developing profitable trade
botween them, ete?

2, Soviet technical and mamagerial limitations?

3. Noneoooperation amnd cbstruction by labor forces?

k. Transportation difficulties?

(A precise estimete of the demage which could be inw

ﬂiebod by the various courses of action iz not expected.)

A, If the US were sble to wage an effective campaign of
economic warfare against the Soviet Orbit and the
newly oonquered areas » to what extent would the
estimated redustion in West »Empean and Near Eastern
productive facilities reduce ths net gain to the USSR
of the captured areas?
(Gonsideration should be given to such factors ass
the degree of dependence of West European and Near
Eastern industry on imports from noneSoviet areas,
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